
Desiring the Presence of God

Readings: John 1 v 29 - 39; Hebrews 10 v 19 - 25

'Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it.' (John 2 v 5)

Out of love, In obedience, With zeal.
---------------------------------

How is this life like an apprenticeship?

In our passage in John, what 2 things had the disciples appreciated about Jesus?
1)

2)

As a result, what did the disciples desire?

THINK - What impact does our appreciation of Christ's death, resurrection and exaltation 
have on our daily lives? Do we have the same desire that these disciples had?

"Come, and See"

A] Desiring His appearing (the EXPECTATION of His presence)

What did Dr. H Bonar say every morning and every night?

THINK - What motivates our desire for Christ's return?

Look up the following verses at home. How many of these characterise us?

Romans 13:11-13  Titus 2:11-13   1 Peter 4:7-9

2 Peter 3:11-14  1 John 3:2,3   James 5:8,9
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B] Desiring to abide (the ENJOYMENT of His presence individually)

In our desire to abide, what is our focus to be?

What does Ruth say? (Ruth 1 v 16)

THINK - How does our attitude compare to Ruth?

How do we view our daily time of devotion?   A chore / A pleasure

With our daily quiet time in mind, complete the following statement from Luke 9 v 61:

'I would follow thee, but let me first ...'

C] Desiring to assemble(the ENJOYMENT of His presence collectively)

THINK - How do we primarily view the church gatherings?

a time to have fellowship with other believers
a time to engage in spiritual activity
a time to meet with our God and Saviour Jesus Christ

Similarly, as with quiet times, how would we finish this statement?

'I would be there with thee, Lord, but let me first ...'

Conclusion:

If our desire for the presence of God is in anyway lacking, let us endeavour to obey Christ's 
invitation to "Come, and see".  We will not be disappointed.
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